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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on 

the international application in the language in which it was filed 



□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language 
of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

Description, Pages 

2-9 as originally filed 

1,1a received on 1 2. 1 2.2005 with letter of 06. 1 2.2005 
Claims, Numbers 

1-11 received on 12.12.2005 with letter of 06.12.2005 
Drawings, Sheets 

1/2, 2/2 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: Claims 1-11 
No: Claims 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: Claims 1-11 
No: Claims 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 1-11 
No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : DE 44 1 8 005 A (SCHEUER UWE) 23 November 1 995 (1 995-1 1 -23) 

D2: US-A-5 661 978 (BROADFIELD LP ET AL) 2 September 1 997 (1 997-09-02) 



2.1 The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter 
of claim 1 and shows (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

- an apparatus for receiving, preserving and supplying bags of blood, comprising: 

- a cabinet (10) for containing all the components of the apparatus, 

- a refrigerated space for containing the bags, 

- a magazine (2) comprising a plurality of cells (1), each capable of containing a single 
bag, the magazine (2) being housed inside the refrigerated space, each of the cells (1) 
being identified by a cell code, and wherein the cells (1) are structured in superposed 
levels, the cell code is univocal, the cell code is independent of the level in which the 
cell(31)is located and of the position of the cell (1) in the level and wherein cell 
identification means (not shown) capable of retrieving and/or containing cell codes, 
preferably bar codes, are placed at the cells(1) 

- at least one door (14) for allowing access by an operator to the cells (1), a movement 
system(4, 5, 6, 8, 9) housed inside the cabinet (10) and capable of moving, preferably 
rotating, the cells (1), a cooling system (25-29) housed inside the cabinet and capable 
of cooling the refrigerated space, a processing system (computer, not shown) housed 
inside the cabinet, capable of controlling the movement system and the cooling system 

- a reading device (7) for reading bag identification means, said device being connected 
to the processing system, housed inside the cabinet and placed at walls of the cabinet. 

2.2 The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known device in that it further 
comprises: 

- at least one reading device(132) for reading cell identification means (32) and 
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connected to the processing system(7), and at least one corresponding movement 
member (131) for said reading device (132) controlled by the processing system (7), 
said device and said member being housed inside the refrigerated space(21), said 
apparatus comprising a machine space(22) 

separated from the refrigerated space (21), said machine space (22) further comprising 
the movement system (5), the cooling system (6) and the processing system(7) 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

2.3 The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as providing 
a secure identification and retrieval system for the dispensing of the blood bags. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: 

The available prior art does not teach nor suggests the separate identification means 
for the cells and the bags. This disposition allows to associate the cell and the bag at 
loading time for further retrieval, irrespective of the mounting position of the cell in the 
apparatus. 

The movement mechanism on which the cell code reading device is mounted has the 
further advantage of only necessitating one reader. 

2.4 Claims 2-1 1 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 2) (EPO-April 2005) 



